
F I N E  L I N E S  S P R I N G  2 0 2 0

i



i i

F I N E  L I N E S :  S p r i ng  2020 

Volume 29 Issue 1

Copyright © 2020, Fine Lines, Inc. 

PO Box 241713 

Omaha, NE 68124 

www.finelines.org

ISBN: 979-8-6108-4253-0

All rights reserved. No part of this publication may be reproduced or 

transmitted in any form or by any means, electronic or mechanical, 

including photocopying, recording, or by any information storage and 

retrieval system, without permission in writing from Fine Lines, Inc.

Fine Lines, Inc. is a 501 (c) 3 non-profit corporation. 

EID: 47-0832351 

All donations are tax-deductible.

Cover photograph: Glaumbier Turf Farm, Iceland by Kristine Chavez

Fine Lines logo designed by Kristy Stark Knapp, Knapp Studios 

Book and cover design by Michael Campbell, MC Writing Services

http://www.finelines.org
http://www.knapp-studios.com
http://mcwriting.com


~  S p r i n g  2 0 2 0  ~
V o l u m e  2 9  I s s u e  1

a

E d i t e d  b y

Dav i d  Mar t i n



F I N E  L I N E S  S P R I N G  2 0 2 0

i v

Managing Editor
David Martin

Board of Directors
Steve Gehring 
Chairman of the Board, attorney

David Martin 
President 
English teacher

James Salhany 
Retired research biochemist

Advisers
Yolanda Martin 
Counselor 
Andersen Middle School

Webmasters
Kristi Bolling 
Mike McCombs

Layout & Design
Michael Campbell, 
MC Writing Services

Editors
Karima Al-Absy
Catalina Barajas
Carolyn Bergeron
Janet Bonet
Stu Burns
Kelly Enriquez
Marcia Forecki
Ally Halley
Kathie Haskins
Wendy Lundeen
Vince McAndrew
Kent Nielson
Anne Obradovich
Cathy Porter
David Waller
Ann Woolard

On-Line Editors
Joseph Benson
Sheila Boerner
Jayme Bussing
Kristi FitzGerald
Nancy Genevieve
Janet Rives
Neil Simmers



F I N E  L I N E S  S P R I N G  2 0 2 0

v

C O N T E N T S

About Fine Lines  .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .  xiv

DEDICATION  .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   . xvii

to u c h i ng  d ream
Tracy Ahrens                                             1

Chap ter  3 :  Th e  Gu y  i n  t h e  Mi d d l e
La Reina de la Alegria                                  2

Far m  Tr u c k
photo by Barb Motes                                    9

Ha i ku  Po em s
Alyssa Anderson                                       10

L i sten i ng  to  t h e  Sq u i r re l
Duane Anderson                                       11

Th e  Hard  Wo r ker
Danny P  Barbare                                      13

Prag mat i s t s  an d  Po e t r y
Zoe Baumel                                             14

W hat  Do  Yo u  Need  to  K n ow ?
Joseph S  Benson                                       15

Fem i n i s m  Is  t h e  Co nv i c t i o n  That  Eq u a l  
R ig ht s  A re  No t  Co nt i ngent  Up o n  Se x

image by Amanda Caillau                             19

I  A m  Fro m
Mary Macchietto Bernier                              20

E x t rao rd i nar y  Tw i n s
Olivia Bessey                                           23

A nt h ro p o m o r p h
Elly Biederman                                         39



F I N E  L I N E S  S P R I N G  2 0 2 0

i x

My  Mo m ma
Renee Daniela Horsley                                161

Nat u re  i n  Hab i t at
Kim Justus                                             162

Th e  R oad  to  t h e  L i b rar y
Maddie Knowles                                      163

h o m e s i c k
Elizabeth Kopetzky                                   164

Mem o r y  o f  a  Je l l y f i s h
Raleigh Kreis                                                              165

Th i ng s  I  A m  Than k f u l  Fo r
Johanna Lawson                                      167

Can  Yo u  Imag i n e ?
Angela Leach                                                              168

Th e  L o s s  o f  A u st i n
Heaven Logue                                         169

Tran s f o r m i ng  t h e  Wo r l d
Brenda Lopez                                          170

Toad sto o l  G eo l o g i c a l  Par k ,  Neb ra s k a
photo by Trish Eklund                                171

Gu ad a l u p e  Devo tee
Deshae E  Lott                                        172

Th e  Pat h  to  R ac i a l  R eco n c i l i at i o n
Preston Love, Jr  and Palma Joy Strand              174

Mail  .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   . 177

Th i s  Is  Us
David Martin                                          182

W h o  A m  I ?
David Martin                                          195



F I N E  L I N E S  S P R I N G  2 0 2 0

1 7 2

 

Guadalupe Devotee
D E S H A E  E   L OT T

You, one of more than
seven billion extant humans,
trek to an elevation
greater than 87 hundred feet
carrying — 
along with your backpack and GPS and
binoculars and knife and poles — 
as many as 30 trillion human cells and
38 trillion bacterial cells and
even more mitochondria .

Well-aquatinted, yet,
boundlessly spectacular to you,
seasoned hiker of the Chihuahuan Desert,
the 260-billion-year-old fossils
and the Permian fossil reefs unlike any coral reefs alive today
and the butterflies sucking minerals from the mud
that your camera pictorially preserves
send my mind
in, out, up, down, back, and forward
with figures and estimates that account little for
the majesty in landscapes, cosmos, and time .
Calming,
not unsettling,
come these exponentiations accompanying the views .

You visit us bearing gifts:
digital imprints enhanced by your
personal narratives
imbued with
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geological and
geographical and
meteorological and
astronomical and
botanical and
dendrological and
entomological and
herpetological and
ornithological and
zoological and
ethnological
facts
plus
your gentle, kind, vibrant self
similarly illuminating
an admirable perspective of renowned
confident, talented, distinctive
yet humble cyclist
Peter Sagan,
who in a 2018 pre-Tour de France interview
attested it was nice to win another race,
“But what did it change in the world?”
With undiminished effort,
you both embrace
the flash of hours
that will amount to one life,
so minuscule
and
so powerful .
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